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o'clock in the evening. The Dean's memorandum on the posi-
tion of St. Peter in the Primitive Church was expounded and
discussed on the morning of the yth, Mgr. BatiffoFs reply being
taken in the afternoon. Dr. Frere, who had just been appointed
Bishop of Truro, has given his judgment of the debate:

My own impression at the rime was that our biblical argument
had not been really faced; apparently one or two texts concerning
St. Peter had hypnotized the Roman Catholics in their oudook,
to the exclusion of the scriptural description of the Church itself;
and a re-reading of the documents confirms me in this.10

Halifax took little part in the discussion, though he insisted
on adding a qualifying rider to the note drawn up and approved
by his colleagues that evening. Important divergences be-
tween Romans and Anglicans having been disclosed, each party
prepared a brief statement emphasising the points of agree-
ment rather than the differences. On the morning of the 8th,
after the reading of these statements, Dr. Kidd's paper on the
Petrine claims, with Batiffbl's reply, was discussed; the after-
noon being given to Dr. Kidd's memorandum on the Reforma-
tion and to the criticisms of Fr. Hemmer. To conclude, a sum-
mary of dogmatic points of agreement was drafted by Hem-
mer; the first intention was that all who were present should
sign this, but eventually it was decided that, until further and
fuller discussion had been possible, such an action might give
rise to misunderstandings. The Conversation ended that even-
ing in an atmosphere of nn diminished friendliness and renewed
hope.

In view of the comparative publicity in which the last
Conversation had been held, and the uneasiness "which recur-
ring visits to Malines were causing both in Protestant and Ro-
man Catholic bosoms, the moment was approaching -when
some sort of statement would have to be made. To Halifax the
the problem presented no difficulty: they must publish a report,